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Categories are essential for intelligent thought and action.  They are useful 

because they provide a way of dividing up the world such that items in 

different categories require different inferences, actions, etc., in the course of 

meeting a person’s goals. This goal-based perspective suggests that the focus 

on classification learning in current cognitive work may be missing some 

important aspects of category learning. I will provide an overview of research 

broadening the examination of category learning, including work on action, 

coherence, and indirect learning of categories.  I will discuss the implications 

of these results for how we learn categories and how we represent and use 

everyday categories. 
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