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Welcome, New Psychology Major!

A This online orientation is designed to provide you
with important information about the psychology
major at the University of Pittsburgh and to
Introduce you to the Psychology Advising Office.
Please read each slide carefully and be sure to
complete the survey at the end of the presentation.

A Once you have finished the orientation program and
survey, please phone the Psychology Advising Office
at 412-624-4540 to schedule your pre-registration
appointment with your assigned advisor.
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Newly Declared Psychology Majors

A Students who declare psychology as their major are
assigned a psychology advisor after the deadline to
declare a major has passed (the deadline to declare is
the end of the first week of each fall and spring
semester).

A Shortly after the declaration to declare deadline has
passed, newly declared psychology majors will receive
an introductory email, (sent to their Pitt email
account) from their assigned psychology advisor.
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Important information for new
psychol ogy maj or se

A All newly declared psychology majors must complete
this online orientation by reading through the slides
and completing the survey responses at the end of the
presentation. Once responses are received
electronically in the office, new majors will be able to
schedule an advising or pre-registration appointment
with his or her psychology advisor.

A Please note: the online orientation and survey
must be completed PRIOR to scheduling a pre
registration appointment with your psychology
advisor.
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he Psychology Advising Office

A Location: 3117 Sennott Square
A Phone: (412) 624-4540

A Website:
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/advising.php

A Psychology Advisors:
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/advisors.php



http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/advising.php
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/advisors.php
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What we offer In
the Psychology Advising Office

X Pre-registration & advising appointments
XxAWal k | no

x EXxperiential Learning Coordination

x Departmental Events

X Career & Graduate School Planning

x Weekly email announcements

X Resources: books, print materials, etc.
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Pre -reqistration & Advising

Appointments

A Majors are strongly encouraged to schedule their pre-
registration appointments early in the semester in order
to be prepared for self-registration for the upcoming

semester.

Note : a pre -registration appointment is required
In order to access the self reqgistration system.

A Majors are also encouraged to meet with their
psychology advisor to discuss academics, experiential
learning opportunities, career &/or graduate school
planning, and other concerns relevant to academic goals

and success.
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A Students may stop in to the psychology advising office during
oOwal k I (Mandag & Thursday 10:00 -2:00 & Friday
9:00 -noon) for quick questions, appointment scheduling, &
securing authorization to enroll in experiential learning
courses (PSY 1900, 1903, 1970).

Afiwal k ind is designed to handl
taking 5-10 minutes. More involved advising issues require
an appointment so that your advisor can adequately prepare
and provide you with accurate information and optimal
advising.
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Psychology Department Events

A Annual Psychology Department Reception

Scheduled in the fall term, this event provides a forum for
undergraduates, graduate students, faculty, and staff to meet,
socialize and exchange ideas.

A Annual Undergraduate Research Poster Session

Each spring, the Psychology Advising Office coordinates a poster
session for Directed Research and Honors students to present
their findings in a poster format. Students have the opportunity
to see what research their fellow majors are conducting, answer
guestions about their own research, and experience what poster
presentations are like at a professional conference.
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Psychology Department Events

A Annual Psychology Department Graduation Ceremony

The Psychology Department offers students the opportunity to
take part in our own departmental graduation ceremony held at
the end of the Spring semester. Each attending graduate is
individually acknowledged for his/her accomplishments with
plenty of opportunities for pictures!

A Advising Office Workshops

Throughout the fall and spring terms the Advising Office offers
various workshops including the following topics: graduate school
planning, career planning, how to plan for a career as a therapist,
and experiential learning opportunities. Please be sure to check
the office calendar and the weekly announcements for workshop
dates/times.
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Psychology majors must complete all
A&S General Education
requirements:

http://www.as.pitt.edu/undergraduate/re
guirements/gened.htmi



http://www.as.pitt.edu/undergraduate/requirements/gened.html
http://www.as.pitt.edu/undergraduate/requirements/gened.html
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Psychology Major:
Degree Requirements

Foundation Courses

(C or better required for graduation)
APSY 0010: Introductory Psychology

ASTAT 0200 or STAT 1000 or STAT 1100
APSY 0035: Research Methods
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Psychology Major:

Degree Requirements

Core Courses:

A

A
A

A

PSY 0105: Intro to Social Psychology OR
PSY 0160 Psychology of Personality

PSY 0310: Developmental Psychology
PSY 0405 Learning and Motivation OR
PSY 0420 Cognitive Psychology for Majors

PSY 0505: Biopsychology OR
PSY 0510: Sensation & Perception
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Psychology Major
Degree Requirements

A Three 1000-level psychology courses

Please note: Majors may use 3 credits of

PSY 1900 (Supervised Field Placement) or
PSY 1903 (Directed Individual Research) or
PSY 1902 (Directed Reading) to fulfill one
1000-level course requirement.
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Psychology Major: Co  -requisites

A Math Co-req: Choose ONE of the following:

A MATH 0400 Discrete Mathematical Structures
A MATH 0120: Business Calculus

A MATH 0220: Analytical Geometry & Calculus 1
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Psychology Major. Co  -requisites

A Social Science Co-req: Choose ONE of the
following: Any course from:

A Anthropology (not an ANTH course from the
BioSc co-req list on next page) or

A Economics (ECON) or
A Political Science (PS) or
A Sociology (SOC)
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Psychology Major. Co  -requisites
BioScience Co-req: Choose ONE of the following:
ANTH 0620: Biocultural Anthropology
ANTH 0669: Sex & Evolution
ANTH 0646: Evolutionary Theory
ANTH 0680: Physical Anthropology
BIOSC 0150: Foundation 1
BIOSC 0160: Foundations 2
BIOSC 0800: Biology for Non-majors
NROSCI 0080: Brain & Behavior
NROSCI 0081: Drugs & Behavior
NROSCI 1000: Intro to Neuroscience




Q“ﬁﬁ%%mﬁi University of Pittsburgh
Psychology Major
Related Area:

A Complete 12 credits in another A&S
department or

A Complete an A&S certificate or
A Complete an A&S minor or

A Complete another A&S major
2.0 overall GPA required in Related Area
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GPA Requirements for Graduation

A Overall GPA (all courses) 2.0 or above

A PSY GPA: (all PSY courses) 2.0 or above

A Related area/certificate/minor: 2.0 or above
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Cognitive Science Concentration

A Psychology majors may elect to pursue the Cognitive Science
Concentration within the major. Cognitive Science is a rapidly
growing interdisciplinary approach to understanding intelligent
behavior, bringing together research from cognitive psychology,
artificial mtelllgence neuroscience, linguistics, & philosophy of
mind. Participating in this concentration offers:

I Coherence to joint majors

I A high density of smaller classes
I Earlier exposuretoin  -depth research/lab experiences

I Very strong preparation for cognitive science related careers

A Make an appointment to meet with your advisor if you are interested
In the Cognitive Science Concentration option.
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Psychology Honors Project

A Psychology majors have the opportunity to complete an
honors project. This is not a requirement for completion of
the major, but is an option for those students who are
Interested in completing an independent research project
and who meet the academic pre-requisites for the honors
project.

A Participation in PSY 1903, Psychology Directed Research, is
strongly recommended prior to planning an honors project.

A Make an appointment with your psychology
advisor If you are interested in pursuing an honors
project.
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Psychology Honors Project

A The Psychology Honors Project is an intensive research
experience during which a major designs and completes an
Independent research project, as either an original study or a
replication of a previously reported study, under the guidance
of a faculty member. The successful honors project involves
completion of an APA-style research paper (thesis) and an
oral defense to a 3 member faculty committee that
demonstrate a superior grasp of the process and outcomes of
performing a research study.

A The Psychology Honors Project involves completion of PSY
1973 Honors Directed Researchand PSY 1975 Honors Thesis
over the course of two semesters.
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Regqistration for Spring 2010 (2104)

A Student online self-registration will begin during
the fall 2009 semester for the spring 2104 term.

A Log in to your Student Center through the
my.pitt.edu Web portal.

A Refer to the help sheet Preparing for Self -
Enroliment with PeopleSoft Student Center,
available in the Student Services community.
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Regqistration for Spring 2010 (2104)

A According to university policy, all students will
have a registration hold in place that will be
lifted after the student and his/her advisor have
completed a pre-registration meeting.

A All majors must meet with their
psycholoqgy advisor for a pre -
registration appointment to be able to
access the online registration system &

self -reqister
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Steps to Regqister

1.

Make a pre-registration appointment with
your psychology advisor.

Once you and your advisor have completed

t
I

t

ne pre-registration appointment, including
eview of your completed and remaining

degree requirements, your advisor will lift

ne registration hold on your account in

PeopleSoft.
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Steps to Regqister

3. The university registrar will determine what
date & time (nenrol |l meil
student will be able to access the online
registration system for self-registration for the
upcoming semester. Ea
Nenrol |l ment appoint meni
by # of credits earned.
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Steps to Regqister

4. Once you have completed your pre-
registration appointment with your advisor,

you will be able to register for your classes for
the following semester at the time of your
Nenrol |l ment appoil nt meni
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Class Permission

Written (or emailed) permission to enroll In
closed or restricted psychology courses must
be obtained from the psychology faculty
member responsible for the class & brought to
the psychology advising office (during walk-in
hours or an appointment) to acquire a
permission code to be used during self
registration.
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Class Permission

PSY 1900, 1902, 1903, 1950 and 1970 (all
psychology experiential learning courses)
require permission to enroll. Authorization for
enrollment in these experiential learning
courses must be acquired through an advisor
In the Psychology Advising Office.
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Authorization/Permission to enroll

In PSY experiential learning courses

1.

Student and supervisor must complete
Learning Agreement for the course.

Student brings original Learning Agreement
& 2 copies to the Psychology Advising Office.

Permission code for course registration
provided by psychology advisor.

Student uses permission code to enroll In
course during self registration.
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Psi Chi Student Organization

Psi Chi is a large, prestigious, and well-recognized organization
in the field of psychology. Many of the most influential figures in
the field have ties to Psi Chi. Aside from the instant recognition
you wi | | receive from joining,
to become active in the field and develop skills valued by
admissions committees and employers. Psi Chi elects new
officers each year, creating exciting leadership opportunities as
well. To be eligible for membership, you must have a 3.25
Psychology GPA, a 3.25 Overall GPA, and have taken at least 30
credits at the University of Pittsburgh. Applications are available
In the Psychology Advising Office and on our website. Learn
more about Psi Chi on the National Website at
http://www.psichi.org.



http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/documents/psichiapp.pdf
http://www.psichi.org/
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Panther Psychology Student Organization

Panther Psychology is an on-campus club for anyone who is
interested in psychology, not just psychology majors. The main
purpose of the club is to organize events which reflect the more
social aspects of academic psychology, as well as to unite those with
an interest in the field. In the past they have sponsored psychology
themed movie nights, service events, and evening lectures, in
addition to some purely fun events like football tailgating. All of
these events were free of charge to their members. They welcome
you, and encourage you, to join their ranks, and in doing so help
direct the club towards even more exciting activities this school
year. Eligibility is based solely on having status as a University of
Pittsburgh student. Overall GPA, credits taken, and chosen major
does not affect the accept ance
Applications are available in the Psychology Advising Office.
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Survey: Question 1.

Which of the following do | have to do

BEFORE meeting with my newly assigned
psychology advisor:

A. Complete the online orientation and survey.
B. Pick out classes for the next term.

C. Nothing. | can call when I receive the email
from my newly assigned advisor.
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Survey:. Answer 1.

A Answer: A. New majors must complete
the online orientation and survey In
order to schedule a pre-registration
appointment with their psychology
advisor.
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Survey: Question 2:

True or False: | must meet with an
advisor BEFORE my online registration
becomes activated.
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Survey:. Answer 2.

A Answer: True. Pre-registration
appointments are required in order to
remove the registration hold in order for
you to register yourself online through
PeopleSoft).
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Survey: Question 3:

A True or False: | want to verify that | am on
track to graduate, which | can do during
walk-in hours.
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Survey:. Answer 3.

A Answer: False. Degree status questions
require an advisor to thoroughly look through
your transcript, which cannot be done in a
walk-1n appointment. Walk-in questions

should not exceed five minutes. We are more

than happy to speak with you about more In
depth questions (such as degree status,
career/grad school discussions, etc.), however
these are discussions we should have during an
appointment.
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Survey: Question 4.

In order for me to fulfill all of the psychology major
requirements and graduate, | must complete which
of the following:

A. Successfully complete PSY 0010 Intro to Psy, STAT 0200,
1000 or 1100 and PSY 0035 Research Methods with a C or
better

B. Maintain a 2.0 GPA overall, in psychology and a related area

C. Fulfill all of my Arts & Sciences and Psychology degree
requirements

D. All of the above
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Survey: Answer 4.

Answer D: all of the above:

In order for me to fulfill all of the psychology major requirements
and graduate, I must complete which of the following:

A.

Successfully complete PSY 0010 Intro to Psy,
STAT 0200, 1000 or 1100 and PSY 0035 Research
Methods with a C or better.

Maintain a 2.0 GPA overall, in psychology and a
related area.

Fulfill all of my Arts & Sciences and Psychology
degree requirements.

All of the above.
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Congratulations!

A Now that you have completed the
orientation and survey, click on this link:
http:.//www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergrad
uate/orientation-survey.php

A Please phone the Psychology Advising
Office at 412-624-4540 to schedule your
pre-registration appointment!


http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/orientation-survey.php
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/orientation-survey.php
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/orientation-survey.php
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/orientation-survey.php
http://www.psychology.pitt.edu/undergraduate/orientation-survey.php

